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Sustainability requires that human activity only utilizes nature's resources at a rate at which they
can be replenished naturally. Sustainability is often defined as whether or not we can satisfy the
basic needs of today, without compromising future generations’ needs. Can we do that as &
human race? Whether you say “yes” or “no”, all resources are not renewable, therefore, we
‘must find and use alternative sources of energy in order for us to continue to live on the Earth.

Think
1s driving to school, whether it be on a bus or in a car, a sustainable activity?

Pair
‘With a partner, discuss whether you think driving to school is sustainable. You don’t necessarily
have to agree with each other, but you must make sure your partner understands why you think
like you do.

Share
You and your partner must be able to describe, to the class, why you think driving to school is or
is not a sustainable activity. Again, you and your partner don’t have to agree with each other, but
‘you must present your case to the class.

‘When considering this question, think about the impact of driving to school on three
factors: the environment, the economy, and society. Ask yourself these questions.

Environment
* What resources are used? Are they renewable?
*  Are plants or animals damaged or harmed?
* Does the activity cause air, water, or land pollution?
* Doesthe activity generate waste? What happens to the waste?
* Will this activity help to conserve natural resources?

Economy
* Does the activity cost a lot?
* Doesthe activity create meaningful jobs for people?
* Does the activity allow people to do their jobs more efficiently?
* Does the activity contribute to a community’s economic development?
* Does the activity rely on products that have negative effects on the environment or
society

* Does the activity contribute to peaple’s quality of life?
* Do some people benefit from this activity at the expense of others?

* Doesthe activity affect people’s culture?

* Are individuals or communities involved in making decisions about the activity?
* Does the activity offer better options/opportunities to people?
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